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TP-CASTT:  A METHOD FOR POETRY ANALYSIS

TITLE


Examine the title before reading the poem.  Consider connotations.

PARAPHRASE

Translate the poem into your own words (literal translation
/






denotation.)  Resist the urge to jump to interpretation.  A failure to





understand what happens literally inevitably leads to interpretive





misunderstanding.



Look for:
Syntactical units (complete sentences rather than line 



by line)




Enjambment versus end-stopped lines.

CONNOTATION

Examine the poem for meaning beyond the literal.



Look for:
Diction

Imagery (especially metaphor, simile, personification) 





Symbolism





Irony (paradox, understatement, oxymoron)





Allusions





Effect of sound devices (alliteration, onomatopoeia,





assonance, consonance, rhyme)

ATTITUDE/TONE

Examine both the speaker’s and the poet’s attitudes.  Remember,



don’t confuse the author with the persona.



Look for:
Speaker’s attitude toward self, other characters and the





subject





Attitudes of characters other than speaker





Poet’s attitude toward speaker, other characters, subject,





and finally toward the reader.

SHIFTS

Note shifts in speaker, attitudes



Look for:
Occasion of poem (time and place)





Key words (e.g. but, yet)





Punctuation (dashes, periods, colons)





Stanza divisions





Changes in line and/or stanza length





Irony (sometimes irony hides shifts)





Effect of structure on meaning

TITLE

Examine the title again, this time on an interpretive level.

THEME

First list what the poem is about (subject matter); then determine



what the poet is saying about each of those subjects (theme).



Remember, theme must be expressed in a complete sentence.




TONE VOCABULARY
POSITIVE TONE / ATTITUDE WORDS


lighthearted

hopeful 

exuberant

enthusiastic


confident

cheery 


optimistic 

loving


amused

elated


sympathetic 

compassionate


complimentary
passionate

proud

NEGATIVE TONE / ATTITUDE WORDS



Anger:

angry


disgusted

outraged





furious


wrathful

bitter





irritated

indignant

threatening





accusing

condemnatory

inflammatory


 Humor / Irony / Sarcasm:

scornful

disdainful

contemptuous





sarcastic

cynical


condescending





critical


facetious

patronizing





satiric


sardonic

mock-heroic





bantering

irreverent

mock-serious





taunting

insolent

pompous





ironic


flippant

whimsical





amused


      Sorrow / Fear / Worry:

somber


elegiac


melancholic





sad


disturbed

mournful





solemn


serious


apprehensive





concerned

fearful


despairing





gloomy 

sober


foreboding





hopeless

staid


resigned

NEUTRAL TONE / ATTITUDE WORDS



formal


objective

incredulous

nostalgic



ceremonial

candid


shocked

reminiscent



restrained

clinical


baffled


sentimental



detached

questioning

disbelieving

instructive




urgent


matter-of-fact

admonitory

learned



factual


didactic

informative

authoritative










Adapted from: http://www.bchs.calgary.ab.ca/curriculum/English/30-1/Poetry/TP-CASTTPoetry30-1.doc

