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Write Around Texts
1. Try to write as neatly as possible so others can read your 

notes.

2. Use all the time you’re given for writing—keep you pen 
moving!

3. Respond to the Text with
1. Questions

2. Reactions to the text—I Like . . . , I wonder . . . 

3. Thoughts on a particular sentence

4. Drawings—art is an acceptable response

5. Reactions to each other’s statements
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Considering the Write Around Texts Strategy

1.On a sheet of blue paper, quietly record 
your thoughts on using this strategy.

2.Share your thoughts with your table 
group.

3.Share your thoughts as a large group.



Multiple Readings & Companion Texts

Prepare your 
text like the 
example  → 



Reading 1

Read the text all the way through to 
yourself, quietly.  After reading it, rate 
your understanding on a scale of 1 to 10 
where 1 means “I don’t get it at all” and 
10 means “This text makes complete 
sense to me.”



Reading 2

Read the text again.  After reading, 
write what you think the text means 
or is about in two or three 
sentences.  After writing, rate your 
understanding again. 1 - 10



Reading 3

•Read the text again.  This time as you 
read, underline or highlight important 
and/or confusing words and/or lines.  
After marking up the text, rate your 
understanding again.  1 - 10



Reading 4

•Read the text again.  After reading, 
discuss the text with your neighbors.  
Read them what you wrote.  Ask them 
questions about what you underlined or 
highlighted.  After discussing the piece, 
rate your understanding again.  1 - 10



Reading 5

•Listen to the text read aloud.  After 
listening, participate in a class 
discussion of the text.  After the 
class discussion, rate your 
understanding one last time.  1 - 10



Continuum
1. On a sheet of blue paper, design a 

continuum on which you could place these 
three texts.

2. Share your continuum with your table 
group.

3. As a group, develop 2-3 continuum 
possibilities to share with the class.

4. Share these with the class.



Multiple Readings and Companion Texts

1.On a sheet of blue paper, quietly record 
your thoughts on using this strategy.

2.Share your thoughts with your table 
group.

3.Share your thoughts as a large group.


